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Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name is Susan Bartels and I am pleased to be presenting our team’s work today. 
This research was conducted in Lebanon in close collaboration with the ABAAD Resource Center for Gender Equality.
and focused on child, early and forced marriage among Syrian refugees in Lebanon



Child Marriage

• Affects girls more often 
• Violation of rights
• Form of gender-based 

violence
• Profound and long-term 

consequences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We used the widely accepted UNICEF definition of child marriage as any formal or informal union where one or both parties are below the age of 18

Although child marriage affects both boys and girls, girls are disproportionately affected
Early marriage is a gross violation of a number of fundamental rights including:
	Convention on the Rights of the Child
	Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages 
	Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
Child marriage is also widly recognized as a form of gender-based violence

In fact, it has been referred to as the “socially licensed sexual abuse and exploitation of children”

Child marriage has serious consequences including higher maternal morbidity and mortality, loss of educational opportunities and higher rates of intimate partner violence.





Prevalence

• 15 million girls are married before the age 
of 18 each year

• 28 girls every minute

• 1 girl every 2 seconds

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Each year 15 million girls are married before their 18th birthday
- This amounts to 28 girls every minute and 1 girl every 2 seconds
- So in the time that I’ve been talking about 50 girls have married somewhere in the world
- This project idea was conceived after a number of publications by local and international organizations reported marked increases in the rates of child marriage within the Syrian crisis




Objective

• Better understand the contextual factors 
contributing to child marriage 

• Cognitive Edge’s SenseMaker®
• Focus on the change in child marriage as a 

result of the Syrian crisis
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The purpose of this study was to gain a more nuanced understanding of the contextual factors that contribute to child marriage among Syrian refugee girls
In an attempt to get a more nuanced understanding we used an innovative mixed methods tool called SenseMaker®
The focus was really on the change in marriage practices as a result of the conflict, forced displacement, and challenges faced as refugees in Lebanon as opposed to marriage practices in Syria prior to the conflict




Study Methods

• Mixed-methods approach
• Lebanon July–Aug 2016
• Variety of participant 

groups
• Audio recorded story
• Participant self-interprets 

their story
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This was a mixed quantitative / qualitative study
Data was collected using an app called SenseMaker® which was developed by Cognitive Edge
Interviews were done in three locations in Lebanon – greater Beirut area, Beqaa and Tripoli in July and August 2016
Gather a range of perspectives, we interviewed a variety of participants including married and unmarried Syrian girls, Syrian mothers and fathers as well as married and unmarried men in the community – both Lebanese and Syrian.
All participants were asked to tell a story about what life was like for Syrian girls in Lebanon and the story was audio recorded on the iPad
-  Then each participant interpreted their own story in response to a series of pre-defined questions – this is important because it reduces the researcher bias that is inherent when researchers interpret the narratives themselves




Results



Characteristic All Respondents

Age (years) n = 1416

13 – 17 312 (21.9)

18 - 24 335 (23.6)

25 - 34 432 (30.4)

35 - 44 203 (14.3)

> 45 134 (9.5)

Sex n = 1420

Male 722 (50.8)

Female 698 (49.1)

Marital Status n = 1400

Married 826 (58.1)

Single 512 (36.0)

Divorced/separated/widowed 62 (4.4)

Religion n = 1247

Sunni 1159 (81.5)

Shia 26 (1.8)

Other 62 (4.2)
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In total, the team collected 1,422 self interpreted stories from 1,326 unique participants.

As you can see:

The sample was relatively young with almost half being 24 years of age or younger
There was a roughly equal split between males and females
Almost 60% were married and
Of those who reported a religious affiliation, just over 80% were sunni



1422 Self-Interpreted Stories

About Child
Marriage

Mentioned
Child
Marriage
Other

Stories All Respondents

Location in Lebanon n = 1422

Beqaa 471 (33.1)

Beirut 467 (32.8)

Tripoli 484 (34.0)

By subgroup n = 1422

Married Syrian girls 197 (13.9)

Unmarried Syrian girls 230 (16.2)

Syrian mothers 245 (17.2)

Syrian fathers 198 (13.9)

Married men 228 (16.0)

Unmarried med 268 (18.8)

Community leaders 56 (3.9)

23%

17%
60%

40% of stories were about or 
mentioned child marriage
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The stories were collected fairly evenly across the three study locations as demonstrated here
The bottom portion of the table gives the number of self-interpreted stories in each subgroup
I want to bring your attention to the chart on the right: although we did not in any ask people to talk about early marriage, independently and unprompted, 23% of stories were about child marriage and another 17% of stories mentioned child marriage for a total of 40%
-
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In this question, participants were asked “From your perspective, the Syrian girl in the story was…

Protected too much     vs.    Not protected enough

I want to draw your attention to how the female respondents answered – 23%, 16% and 20% for married girls, unmarried girls and mothers respectively.
�Compare this to what you see here for the male respondents – 0%, 2% and 4% for Syrian fathers, married men and unmarried men respectively.

Kruskal-Wallis H test showed a statistically significant difference in patterns of response between the different groups, χ2 = 29.606, p < 0.001 



One Syrian mother’s story

“In Syria, my daughter was 11 years old, and she went to 
school... Here, we couldn’t enroll her in school. We were 

compelled to marry her after a man proposed. She has a child 
now. I am aware that her situation could have been better... 
We wanted her to be educated, but our circumstances were 
overwhelming. We favored marrying her to a decent man; 

this is better than waiting for an unwanted act/thing to 
happen to her.”
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To help make sense of these findings, we went back to the qualitative of the women and girls who reported that the girl in the story was protected too much 
This quote is one example from a mother who had told a story about her daughter and then reported that her daughter was protected too much




Story of a married man
“In Lebanon, they were vulnerable, so the girls had to 

stop school and work...The girl had a marriage proposal 
but from a guy of another sect. Due to their financial 

status and poverty she had to marry him…After a while, 
she delivered a baby girl, but her husband left her and 

the baby.... and he never recognized his wife nor his 
daughter. The girl had to return back to work and return 

to the humiliation and poverty she faced before.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To understand the men’s perspectives, we similarly went back to the qualitative data 
this is a story from a young married man who said that the girl in his story was protected enough
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In this triad question, participants were asked what their story mostly related to and they could choose: education, protection/ security or financial resources or some combination thereof.
Each of the subgroups are presented here along the bottom and this triangle here provides the geometric mean for each group surrounded by a 95% confidence ellipse
If the 95% confidence ellipses do not overlap, then the subgroups are considered to be statistically different.
For instance, note that the unmarried girls here in the green were more likely to indicate that their story was about all three topics and were much more likely to tell a story about education. 
Married and unmarried men on the other hand, were much more likely to tell stories that were about financial resources with fathers somewhere in between here.



One married girl’s story
“I got married at the age of 14 because my parents 
feared for my safety. There was a lot of kidnapping 

in our village… Now I have marital problems... I 
advise parents to reject the idea of early marriage. 

It is not right. The girl should be allowed to live 
through her whole childhood. I will not approve of 

my daughters getting married at an early age; 
especially after my own experience.” 

Presenter
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To contextualize the quantitative data we again went back to the stories of the women and girls who responded to this question in the middle of the triangle.
This quote is one example from a married girl who responded just to the right of the center thus indicating that her story was about all three – education, protection/security and financial resources.





Story of an unmarried man

“I know a girl who displaced to Lebanon. She wanted to 
continue her education, but she was surprised with the 
situation here. The public schools are not good, and the 
other schools are very expensive. She wasn’t able to go 

back to school. So, her parents wed her to get some 
money. This is the situation of most Syrian families. They 

are selling their daughters.” 

Presenter
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- And this is an example of a story from an unmarried man who responded with his dot right down in the financial resources corner.



Discussion & 
Implications



Discussion
• Poverty and safety most often cited
• Marriages happening more quickly
• Gendered perspective on the 

experiences shared
• Short-term contractual marriages 
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In this analysis of the child marriage stories, poverty and concern for girls’ safety were most often cited as reasons why girls were married early
There seemed to be a particular concern about sexual violence targeting Syrian girls
It was also notable from the qualitative data that marriages were sometimes being arranged quicker than usual and to unknown men without some of the usual vetting that would typically take place, which may put girls at additional risk
Quite interestingly, males and females often told very similar stories but what differed was how they interpreted their stories – men were more likely to interpret their stories as being about financial security while women tended to interpret the similar stories as being about protection and safety
It is important to note, however, that both mothers and fathers as well as girls and young men most often perceived early marriage as a negative reality in their communities
The collected narratives also raise real concerns about short-term contractual marriages and exploitation of young girls




Implications

• Gender-specific strategies to address 
child marriage

• Holistic approaches 
• Engaging men and boys is key
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Base on this data, we believe that gender-specific strategies to reduce child marriage may be more effective given that men and women perceived child marriage differently
The findings also support holistic interventions to address child marriage, including economic, social, educational and familial strategies
-   And finally, engaging men and boys is key towards reducing child marriage in the future
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Special thank you…
• All the participants who shared their stories
• Staff members of the ABAAD Resource Center for 

Gender Equality
• Team of 12 interviewers
• Ms. Laurie Webster (QED Insight)

Funded by: Sexual Violence Research 
Initiative and the World Bank Group’s 

Development Marketplace for Innovation on 
GBV Prevention (in Memory of Hannah 

Graham)



SUSAN BARTELS – susanabartels@gmail.com

THANK YOU!

mailto:susanabartels@gmail.com
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